
Race and Racism, ANT 3930, Fall 2006  Syllabus   

ANT 3930, section 8007: Race and Racism, Fall 2006 
Tuesday 11-E1 (6:15-8:05PM) 

Thursday period 11 (6: 15-7:05PM) 
Little Hall 109 

  
Scott Catey 
Office location: Turlington 1350A 
Office hours: Weds, Thurs, Fri 8-9:30AM, 
                        and by appointment 
Email: catey@ufl.edu 
 

TA: Rebecca Gorman 

Office Location:_________________ 

Office Hours:_________________ 

Email: rgorman1@ufl.edu 

 
Required texts. (Available at Wild Iris Books) 
1. Lee Baker. (1998). From Savage to Negro: Anthropology and the Construction of Race, 1896-1954. Berkeley:  
 University of California Press.  
2. Circe Sturm. (2002). Blood Politics: Race, Culture, and Identity in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. Berkeley:  
 University of California Press. 
3. Frank Wu. (2002). Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and White. New York: Basic Books. 
4.  Philippe Bourgois. (2002). In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge  
 University Press. 
5.  Michael Eric Dyson. (2006). Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and the Color of Disaster. NY:  
 Perseus Books.  
 
Required reading assignments are to be read prior to the class period for which they are scheduled.  
 
Course Overview: 

This course is organized around issues of race and racism, both in the United States and globally. Course 
material will be drawn primarily from the American context of race and racism, although ideologies, practices, and 
effects of race and racism in other countries will also be examined. The history, theories, and practices through 
which race has been constructed and racism effected will be our primary focus; the intersections of race with class, 
gender, and sexuality will also be examined  
 
Course Objectives: 
This course has three primary objectives:  

1. to make explicit some of the implicit perceptions, assumptions, and beliefs that sustain race and racism, and to 
challenge these; 

2. to examine race: as biologically unreal; as a social construct; as a lived phenomenon with far-reaching and 
pernicious effects in concrete, real localities and lives; and 

3. to equip students with the critical skills and intellectual tools necessary to dissect race discourses and the often 
invisible practices of racism, in order that they will be able to apprehend and challenge the status quo that sustains 
racism at multiple levels and in multiple settings.  
 
Course Trajectory: 

The course meets Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout the semester. The first full week of class we will focus on 
the development of race-based ideologies in the modern period, and the misuse of science and biology to create the 
perception of and belief in “natural” inequalities between people. This discussion will provide the context and 
history for an examination of various theories have been constructed to explain human difference in terms of race. 
This material will include genetics and evolution, linkages of IQ with putative race identities, and ‘scientific’ 
theories of race as the exemplar of human variation. Following this introduction, we will examine the experience of 
racialized groups in the U.S.: African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and Latino/as. This will 
allow us to explore the specificities of history, science, anthropology, and contemporary situations relevant to each 
group The final weeks of the term will focus on the social realities of race and racism in the United States through 
the lens of urban experiences of poverty and marginalization, and we will devote time to an examination of race in a 
global context. This focus will further our exploration of the construction and reproduction of hierarchies, social 
relationships and social processes, the political, legal, and economic dimensions of race and racist practices, and the 
systemic nature of race as a socio-political construct.  
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Grading: 
There will be three exams. The first will be on Thursday, October 5; the second will be on Thursday, November 

16; the third will be Tuesday, December 5. Each exam will be worth 200 points. Exams will not be curved and you 
are responsible for all material: lecture, guest lecture, video/DVD, readings, powerpoints, etc. Students will also be 
required to keep an electronic journal which will be turned in and evaluated as a component of your grade. The 
journal will constitute 25% of your final grade. Specific expectations and guidelines regarding journaling will be 
discussed in class and will be available on WebCT. The instructor reserves the right to administer unannounced 
quizzes as he deems necessary. Failure to turn in a quiz will affect your grade in two ways: you will lose the point 
value and it will be an index of your attendance for any given day. Attendance will be taken daily, and will be 
included in final grades. Three (3) absences will result in the loss of one whole grade (i.e. from A to B; B to C; C to 
D; or D to E); five (5) absences will lower your grade by two whole grades; six (6) or more absences will constitute 
a failing grade. Tardies will also count toward your grade: 3 tardies will diminish your grade by a whole grade, five 
tardies will lower your grade by two full grades, and 6 or more tardies will lower your grade by three whole grades. 
You will be well served to be in your seat at the start of class each day. There will be no notice given regarding your 
attendance record; therefore, you are responsible to notify the instructor or TA if you are tardy, but attend class.  
Excused absences will be granted only for a death in the family or the student’s serious illness. Documentation will 
be required. Grades will be assigned as follows: 
 

A        90-100% 
B+               87-89% 
B           80-86% 
C+               77-79% 

C       70-76% 
D+           67-69% 
D       60-66% 
E       00-59% 

 
Schedule: 
 
Week 1. August 24, 2006:  

 Thursday 
 Introduction 

 
Week 2. August 29 & 31. 

 Tuesday Thursday 
1. Templeton, Human Races (e-res) 
2. Duster, Race & Reification in Science (e-res) 

1. Haney-Lopez, The Social Construction of Race 
(e-res) 

• FILM: African American Lives  
 
Week 3. September 5 & 7. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Hill, Language, Race & White Public Space (e- res)  

• FILM: To Kill A Mockingbird 
 
Week 4. September 12 & 14.  

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Orser, The Challenge of Race to American    
Historical Archaeology (e-res) 

1. Franklin, Sociopolitics and the Archaeology of 
Black Americans (e-res) 

• FILM: A Huey P. Newton Story, possibly excerpts from Citizen King 
 
Week 5. September 19 & 21. 

Tuesday Thursday 
 SEPTEMBER 21: NO CLASS 

• FILM: Africans in America segment 
 
Week 6. September 26 & 28. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Baker, From Savage to Negro, Intro & chaps 1-3 1. Baker, From Savage to Negro, chaps 4-6 

• FILM: Mississippi Burning 
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Week 7. October 3 & 5.  

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Baker, From Savage to Negro, chaps 7-10 EXAM  I

• FILM: The Business of Fancydancing  
 
Week 8. October 10 & 12. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Sturm, Blood Politics, chaps 1-3 1. Sturm, Blood Politics, chaps 4-5 

• FILM: The Doe Boy 
 
Week 9: October 17 & 19. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Sturm, Blood Politics, chaps 6-8  

• FILM: Incident at Oglala 
 
Week 10. October 24 & 26. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Bourgois, In Search of Respect, Intro & chaps 1-3 1. Bourgois, In Search of Respect, chaps 4-6 

• FILM: The Fight in the Fields 
 
Week 11. October 31 & November 2. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Bourgois, In Search of Respect, chaps 7-9  

• FILM: Zoot Suit 
 
Week 12. November 7 & 9. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Wu, Yellow, chaps 1-3 1. Wu, Yellow, chaps 4-5 

• FILM: Chinatown Files, or: Who Killed Vincent Chin? 
 
Week 13. November 14 & 16. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Wu, Yellow, chaps 6-8 EXAM II

• FILM: Eating Welfare 
 
Week 14. November 21 & 23. 

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Dyson, Come Hell or High Water,  NOVEMBER 23: NO CLASS 

• FILM: Cry Freedom 
 
Week 15.  November 28 & 30.  

Tuesday Thursday 
1. Dyson, Come Hell or High Water, 1. Dyson, Come Hell or High Water, 

• FILM: Rabbit Proof Fence 
 
Week 16. December 5. 

Tuesday  
EXAM III  

 
Exam grades will be available via WebCT (http://lss.at.ufl.edu/) 
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Useful Information: 
 

• Cell phones and pagers must be turned off during class.   
• No late exams will be given. 
• Incompletes will not be allowed.  
• Cheating and plagiarism in any form are subject to University policy. 
• Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The 

Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student, who must then provide this 
documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation.  

• Students experiencing personal problems that interfere with their academic performance are encouraged to 
contact the following offices: 
1. University Counseling Center (301 Peabody Hall, 392-1575),  
2. Student Mental Health (Student Health Care Center, 392-1171), or  
3. Sexual Assault Recovery Services (Student Health Care Center, 392-1161). 
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